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January 2016 Newsletter 
 

Newcomers & 
Neighbors of Sewickley 
 

Hi Newcomers and Neighbors, 
 
Happy New Year! I hope that 2016 is a great year for everyone.  I 
love the holidays but I’m ready for this new year to begin. It may 
be cold outside but if you start feeling like you’re getting cabin 
fever join us for an event or two this month. We are only half way 
through the year so if we haven’t seen you much there is still plenty 
of time. The winter party is also in the works so watch for more 
details soon. 
 
Look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
Regards, 
 
Andrea Hopkins-Green  
President 

 

 

2015-2016 Board 
  
President - Andrea Hopkins-Green 
 
Advertising - Andrea Wingens 
 
Book Club - Kathy Brandt 
 
Communications – Christen MacKenzie 
 
Couples Night Out – Alison Sanford 
 
Directory - Tina Minoski 
 
Helping Hands - Molly Buell 
 
Ladies Night Out- Michele Killian 
 
Membership – Karen Fadzen 
 
Newsletter – Suzanne Franus  
 
Playgroup: Babies <18 mos. - Lindsay 
Verbene;  
Under 3 - Lori Casino, Erika Zeranski; 
Kids 3+ - Lisa Minn 
 
Programs –  Mary Beth Hyder  
 
Social Chair - Sarah Hartten- Dylewski 
 
Treasurer – Aimee St. Germain  
 
Website - Jeanne McDaniel 
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Monthly Activities 

Social: Please stay tuned for details on our annual winter 
party! We look forward to celebrating with everyone! 

Book Club: Book club is reading Ordinary grace to discuss 
on Jan 18th at eleven thirty at Crazy Mocha. 

Couples Night Out: Couples night coming soon! The new 
Industry Public House in Robinson is open! Let's check it 
out on Saturday January 23. Evite to follow soon. 
 
Babies Playgroup < 18 mos:    
The January Babies (0-18 months) playgroup will be on 
Saturday, January 16th at 10:30am (Older siblings are 
welcome!) hosted by Katie Picarsic at 871 Thorn Street.  
Please RSVP to Katie at katie.picarsic@gmail.com or 708-
899-8909 . We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Children >18 – 35 mos Playgroup:   
3 and under playgroup will gather at Jordan Dervan's 
home on Wednesday, January 13th from 10-12. Hope you 
can join us!! 824 Centennial. RSVP to 
Jordan.dervan@gmail.com 

 
Kids (3+) Playgroup:   
The 3+ Kids' Playgroup will be meeting for lunch and ice 
skating on Monday, January 11th from 11:30-1:30. Bring a 
lunch and join us for the public skate time at the RMU 
Island Sports Center on Neville Island. More information 
can be found on their website: 
http://rmuislandsports.org/a/rmu.edu/isc/home. Contact 
Lisa Minn with any questions at 415-317-6484 or 
Lbminn@yahoo.com 

 
Ladies Night Out:  While we're wrapping up those ugly 
holiday sweaters, it's time to celebrate winter (hopefully 
the warm weather stays). Next LNO is January 20th at the 
Sharp Edge Bistro in Sewickley. Looking ahead…following 
are dates tentatively planned for LNO events: February 17, 
March 15, April 13, and May 9. 
 
Program: Join us for our first Program for 2016!   
Tuesday, January 12 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM      
All things Yoga: Education and class 
 
Sharon Beddard- Hess of Yoga in Sewickley will share an 
informational session on the types and benefits of yoga, 

 

 
Recipe of the Month 

 
Chuck Wagon Chili for The Slow 
Cooker 

 
Ingredients 

o 1/4 cup chili powder 
o 2 tablespoons whole cumin 

seeds 
o 1 teaspoon cayenne 
o 3/4 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon 
o 2 teaspoons dried Mexican or 

regular oregano, crumbled 
between your fingers 

o 3 bay leaves 
o 2 teaspoons light or dark 

brown sugar 
o 4 pounds boneless beef 

chuck, trimmed and cut into 1 
1/2- to 2-inch cubes 

o 1 teaspoon freshly ground 
black pepper 

o 2 1/2 tablespoons kosher salt 
o 3 tablespoons vegetable oil 
o 3 medium onions, coarsely 

chopped (about 4 cups) 
o 1 1/2 cups chopped celery, 

including leaves 
o 6 cloves garlic, roughly 

chopped 
o 2 jalapeño chiles, roughly 

chopped 
o One 12-ounce bottle dark 

Mexican beer, such as Negro 
Modelo 

o 2 tablespoons tomato paste 
o One 28-ounce can crushed 

tomatoes 
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followed by a free class.  Please come dressed 
comfortably for a relaxing way to start 2016!  Yoga in 
Sewickley 427 Broad Street Sewickley, PA 15143 

  February Program: 
Tuesday, Feb 2nd.  7-9 pm 
 
Two Rivers Olive Oil Company 
431 Beaver Street, Sewickley 
 
Looking ahead to February Program for an education on 
olive oil, vinegars, instruction and food pairing!  we will 
meet at the new store and tasting room of the Two Rivers 
Olive Oil Company in Sewickley, for education, sampling, 
and wine and cheese. 

   Notes from the Board 

Membership:  Happy New Year!  It is not too late for NEW 
members to join Newcomers for the 2015 – 2016 year.  
Let's bring friends to the party this year by making referrals. 
Have neighbors or friends who would enjoy our activities?  
Met a new family at school? Saw a new neighbor move 
in? Bring them to an event and introduce them to us. 
Welcoming more members to our group expands the 
value of the Newcomers and Neighbors community to all 
of us.  Please refer potential members to our website  at 
sewickleynewcomers@gmail.com or to me (Karen Fadzen 
– Membership) at fadzens@gmail.com.    
 

Communications: Keep up with all of the Newcomers and 
Neighbors events and discussions on our Facebook page! 
Find us at www.facebook.com/Newcomersandneighbors 

 
Have a question for the group? Feel free to start a 
discussion    on the Facebook page.  

  Contact Christen (cemackenzie12@aol) with any 
questions!  

 

Website: We are happy to announce that we have 
completed a facelift to our website.  Please make sure you 
visit http://www.sewickleynewcomers.com/membership/  

Moms Club Partnership:  Newcomers & Neighbors partners 
with Sewickley Area Moms Club. For more information, 
please reach out to President 

 

Combine the chili powder, cumin 
seeds, cayenne, cinnamon, 
oregano, bay leaves, and brown 
sugar in a small bowl; set the spice 
mixture aside. 

Add the beef to a medium bowl 
and season with the pepper and 1 
tablespoon of the kosher salt. 

Heat 2 tablespoons of the 
vegetable oil in a 12-inch or larger 
skillet over high heat. Add enough 
beef to fill the pan and cook until 
nicely browned on one side, about 
2 minutes. Turn the pieces over and 
cook for another 2 minutes. Transfer 
the browned beef to the crock of a 
6-quart slow cooker. Repeat with 
the remaining beef, adding the 
remaining vegetable oil between 
batches as necessary. 

Add the onions, celery, and 1 
tablespoon of the remaining salt to 
the skillet and cook, stirring, until the 
vegetables begin to soften, about 2 
minutes. Add the garlic, jalapeños, 
and spice mixture and cook for 1 
minute longer. Pour in the beer, 
tomato paste, and crushed 
tomatoes and simmer for 3 minutes. 
Stir in the chocolate, masa harina, 
and remaining 1 1/2 teaspoons salt 
and cook for 1 minute longer. 
Transfer this mixture to the slow 
cooker. Cover and cook the chili on 
high, undisturbed or stirring only 
once during cooking, for 6 hours, or 
until the beef is very tender. 
Remove the bay leaves and stir in 
the cilantro and parsley. Serve the 
chili hot in bowls, topped with 
grated cheddar, chopped green 
onion, and sour cream. 
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Tiffany Yocca Tpittman5@hotmail.com or to join 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1h9scZv7KcFkw8KvwgkAqO 
NwG7xeFUOTGF5BPXRAKrY4/viewform 

TO JOIN OR RENEW MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015-2016. 

Any questions, problems or any type of feedback is welcomed.  Please contact Website Board 
Member, Jeanne McDaniel, jmmcdaniel3@aol.com . 

RSVP Rules:  RSVP's are very important to our planning and budgeting process. We want to host well 
attended and successful events for our members. By RSVP’ing and committing to that you will help 
us ensure we maintain positive relationships with local businesses and use our funds wisely.  When 
working with outside venues and businesses they may require reservations, deposits or a minimum 
number of attendees. If members do not show up that RSVP Yes, or RSVP No/Maybe and show up 
that can cause a number of issues, seating problems and difficulty planning events in the future. 
Please commit to your RSVPs and respond no later than the deadline date. We will do our best to 
give you as much time possible to plan with your schedules and arrange for baby sitters.  Thank you! 

Dates to Remember 

January 11th 
Kids 3+ Playgroup, RMU Island Sports Center, 11:30-1:30 

January 12th 
Program, Yoga in Sewickley, 7-9pm 

  January 13th 
Children >18 – 35 mos Playgroup, Jordan Dervan's home, 10-12pm 

January 16th  
  Babies (0-18 months) playgroup, Home of Katie Picarsic, 10:30am 

January 18th 

Book Club, Crazy Mocha, 11:30am 

January 20th  
  Ladies Night Out, Sharp Edge Bistro 

January 23rd  

Couples Night Out, Industry Public House 
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A Message from our 2015-2016 Sponsors: 
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